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students in revolt. Having failed in this attempt at appeasement
which had been forced upon him, Guernut could find 110 other
.alternative for his democratic conscience than to resign and thus
give: the Fascists an outstanding victory.

. The, increasingly reactionary spirit prevalent among a large
number of doctors and lawyers in France, especially in Paris,
prevented any substantial help being given to exiled intellectuals.
France did not make it a point of honour to emulate the good
example set by Britain, who permitted over two hundred foreign
doctors to set up in practice after having passed British examina-
tions. The good services, however, of chemists, engineers and in-
ventors, who could be profitable to industry, were used, often when
-expedient, without their having to complete the normal admin is-
trative formalities. As a result of their uncertain position they
were often shamelessly exploited. They scarcely ever com-
plained, since they were satisfied with permission to help in the
struggle against Hitler.

Many brought the specifications with them for the manufac-
ture of weapons and gases, as well as the plans of armament
factories and the Ruhr dams, which were never touched by the
French Air Force, inoperative until the invasion of Holland, and
were only later bombed (with the help possibly of these plans?)
by the R.A.F. ;                            .                          .

On the other hand, the few dozen doctors who were com-
pelled for financial reasons to attempt to carry on a practice
among the other refugees were constantly denounced by the
French professional associations and were treated severely. Not
one escaped conviction and all ended in the concentration camp.
The darkness of reaction descended over France, long before the
little flame which was still flickering and throwing a wan light
oh the last vestiges and feeble remains of tolerance and freedom
was .brutally and abruptly extinguished by the Nazi boot, the
gloss of which, brilliant thanks to the polish and loving care
expended by would-be ultra-Nationalist French lackeys, was the
only" light " officially ** authorised.

CHAPTER   VHI

r       J        THE "PAPIER TIMBRE" COMPLEX
>THE nationarcharacter often appears strangely disguised and it is
sometimes difficult to distinguish' it under its varied forms.   Yet